For the Sake of the Call
Our Call to Church Unity      1 Corinthians 1:10-3:23


Key Verse – 1:10 –   “I appeal to you brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.”   

Important Statements about Church Unity
· Psalm 133:1,3;  Ephesians 4:1-4

· “One of the greatest hindrances to a church making an impact on her community around her is a lack of unity – a lack of Christian love and passion focused together in the same direction...                                  Disunity reveals a spiritual sickness deep beneath the surface...While unity is not the ultimate goal of the church, it reflects our commitment to the One who is ultimate.  A lack of unity shows that personal preferences have taken priority over the Lord and His mission.”      Eric Geiger

· “I have never yet known the Spirit of God to work where the Lord's people were divided.”   	 		       D.L. Moody

· “How desperately sad is the fact that the church is known by schism, not...it must break God's heart...in light of what He has done, stands ready to do, has the resources to accomplish, and has defined as our calling in Christ.”     				       R.C. Sproul

· “Why isn’t failure to love and work for unity as Christ modeled considered the greatest kind of false teaching (in the church)?”                              		        				    James MacDonald

The Case for their Unity – Read 1:10 
1. A Plea for Unity! (1:10; 2:30; 3:16-17)
· “appeal” – Gk. – parakaleo; “To call to one’s side,” hence, “to call to one’s aid.”
                  

· “agree” – KJV – “That you all speak the same thing”


1. A Prescription for Unity!  1:10
· That there be no divisions among you 

· That you be united in the... 
· Same mind 

· Same judgment 
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The Reality of their Disunity – Read 1:11-17
1. Reports from the Church – 1:11; 5:1; 11:18
· Reported by Chloe’s People – 1:11


· Reported by Public Reputation – 5:1

1. Requests from the Church – 7:1, 25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1, 12
     “Now concerning the matters about which you wrote me…”


1. Recorded “black-list” of (10) topics they quarreled & were divided over:





The Reasons for their Disunity
1. P                                                   – 1:12

1. P                                                   – 1:12-17; 3:3-4

1. P                                                   – 1:17-2:5

1. P                                                   – 2:6-3:4,18-23




Thinking More About It:

3. What matters of disunity have you witnessed in our church that have caused us to fail in our mission?  Where did you stand on these issues, and why?

3. Is it possible to have things go according to our personal preference, while at the same time being the will of God for our church?

3. Review our calling from God with regard to our “Great Commandment” (Matt. 22:34-40), and our “Great Commission” (Matt. 28:19-20).

3. What areas of the “black list” have been obstacles in our Christian life of unity?
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