For the Sake of the Call
1 Corinthians
[bookmark: _GoBack]Understanding “the Call” – 1:1-9
1 Cor. 1:1-2, 9 – “Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus…to the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…called into the fellowship of His Son...”

1. The Call is According to God’s Will – 1:1
“Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus...”






2. The Call is to H__________________________ – 1:2
“…to the church…to those sanctified in Christ, called to be saints…”

· Erroneous Views of Holiness:

· “Holiness” – Gk. hagiosmos (noun), hagios (adjective), hagiazo (verb).  
· “Separated to God”

· God is intrinsically holy
· Isaiah 40:13-25

· Psalm 99:5

· 3 Important Words – 1:2 
· “Church” – Gk. ekklesia – ek – prefix meaning “out of” klesis – “a calling” (kaleo – “to call”)

· “Sanctified” – Gk. hagiosmos – Literally means “Set apart; separation.” 
· 1 Corinthians 6:9-11

· Hebrews 10:10

· 1 Peter 1:14-16

· “Saints” –Gk. hagios –“A holy one; one who is set apart.”  
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3. The Call is to C__________________________ – 1:2
“…called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the…Lord”

· Universal Body of Christ – “with all those in every place” 


· Local Body of Christ – 
“Church in Corinth…called to be saints together.”
In chapter 12 Paul specifically addresses the importance of the community of saints and how we need each other – 12:12-26





4. The Call is into the F_______________________- 1:9       
“…you were called into the fellowship of His son, Jesus Christ our Lord”

· “Fellowship” – Gk. koinonia – “communion, fellowship, sharing in common  contribution, partnership” 



Thinking More About It:
1. Consider what these holiness statements mean (scriptural support):
· We Worship Pure Holiness
· We Receive Positional Holiness
· We Practice Personal Holiness
· We Grow in Progressive Holiness
· We Achieve Permanent Holiness
2. Why are we commanded to be holy? (1 Pet. 1:13-16; Lev. 11:44)
3. What should authentic holiness really look like in the saints...in the church?
4. Consider the importance the N.T. puts on communion and community for the saints with each other and in Christ.
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